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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

“I have made you a light for the Gentiles,  
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 13:47 
 

Paul and Barnabus had a purpose. God spoke to each one of them and called them into 

a life of ministry. It was not the ideal life. It was not glamourous and it cost each of 

them more than any earth rewards could cover.  But God was clear.  The book of Acts 

lays out their journey from the beginning of the fledgling church all the way through 

several missionary trips.   In one particular trip Paul makes it clear to all that are listen-

ing that it is not enough for him to simply proclaim the Gospel to those that were close 

by, but God had called him to “bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” I can’t help but 

feel that as those words escaped Paul’s mouth, they were not just meant for those 

hearing the audible sounds; but in fact they are words that still challenge us to-

day.  These words call us to figure out how are we being faithful to our calling to the 

ends of the earth. 

Earlier this year, Lyndsey Lessner from ZOE Ministry came and spoke with us about an 

amazing opportunity that could help to change the lives of children all over the 

earth.  By supporting ZOE Ministry we would be directly involved with helping these 

children see how God is working in their lives and to offer them a brighter future that 

might not have been possible any other way.  With much excitement and with Paul’s 

words from Acts fresh in our ears, we have entered into ministry with ZOE. 
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We are supporting the “Impano” (gift) group in Rwanda.*  It is a group of 87 children from 31 households.  The children range in 

age from one to twenty years old.  Some have had schooling and others were not as fortunate.  The one thing that each shares in 

common is that they have been given an opportunity to better their lives.  All of the contributions that we make as a church go to 

help fund the group as they work to grow their learning and their business so that the cycles of poverty can be broken. 

Our vision at St. Luke’s UMC is to ‘Love God, Live His Word, and Share His Grace.’ This is one more way that we are called to live 

into this purpose.  There are several ways for you to be a part  of this great ministry. The first is through prayer.  We have a list of 

each child’s name and age in the office and I would like to invite you to pick up a list and pray over each student and the impact 

that God is making in their lives.  The second opportunity we have is to actually go and visit the group in Rwanda.  ZOE Ministry 

will be taking a group to Rwanda in September. If you are interested in being a part of this immersive opportunity, please contact 

the church office.  The third way to be a part is through financial gifts.  The money that is given to St. Luke’s goes directly to help-

ing the Impano group and ensuring a bright future for each child.  If you would like to help sponsor one of our members on the 

trip to Rwanda, contact me and let me know. 

I look forward to this great ministry and being able to see God work at the ends of the earth. 

           

            Rev. Ben Bagley 

*see article on page 4 



JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
Praying for our St. Luke’s Family. Please say a prayer for our church  

family on their special birthday.  

If we missed your date, please call the church office (903-984-3576). 

June 1 

Carlos Ortiz, Jr. 

Larry Rathbun 

June 8 

Ernie Sers 

June 11 

Donna Barnard 

Holden DeKoker 

June 12 

Anne Hatfield 

Tyler Lyon 

June 14 

Beverly Gray 

June 15 

Gary Gray 

Billie Oliphint 

 

 

June 16 

Wendell Holcombe 

Ryan Reinert 

June 17 

Kristi Boone 

June 18 

Jackson Aguilar 

June 19 

Lauren Aguilar 

Lauren Holmgren 

June 20 

Tonya DeKoker 

Jack Moore 

David Wilson 

June 21 

Millard Harkrider 

Paula Hooks 

 

June 24 

James Vermillion 

June 25 

Lori Briers 

June 26 

Brian Todak 

June 27 

Drew Horst 

June 28 

Sue Jones 

Trent McDaniel 

June 30 

Vivian Gordon 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

Please keep us updated on your loved ones.   -  People will remain on this list for one month.    -  Please let us know if they need to 

be on longer, 903-984-3576.  -  The weekly prayer list is available at the welcome desk in the sanctuary. 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

Name Date Years 

Jack & Susan Moore 2 17 

TJ & Amanda Gillen-Hall 3 12 

Chad & Rebecca Stephenson 5 14 

Seth & Lexie Drennan 6 9 

Milton & Lisa Frazier 8 16 

Don & Misti Tuck 8 10 

Glenn & Heidi Tryon 10 18 

J.J. & Amanda Eckert 14 15 

Chuck & Vernie Kunkel 15 50 

Michael & Lisa McClammy 16 6 

John & Andrea McGilvray 16 6 

Ben & Sabrina Bagley 21 10 

Eddie & Jessica Hatt 21 15 

Randy & Tracie Gaut 22 8 

Salena & Steven Jackson 23 12 

David & Karen Wilson 24 40 

Ray & Denise Reinert 25 30 

Kent & Wendy Weir 25 7 

Carlos & Zaida Ortiz 26 11 

Jack & Cindy Venable 26 25 

Wilbur & Kay Yates 27 48 

Bill & Carolina Bryant 28 15 

Jimmy & Shanna Burgess 30 17 
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Prayers for our members 

Tommy Freeman 

Linda Garner 

Jacque & Todd Gibbs 

Jo Hancock 

Misty Hodnett 

Sally Holder 

Sam Holley 

Ronnie Jobe 

Yvonne Kennedy 

Richard & Kathy Kimball 

Bob Lindley 

Kathe Miller 

Larry Phillips 

Bill & Linda Ridder 

Pat Sage 

Wendell & Glennys Travis 

April Watson 

Wilbur & Kay Yates 

Prayers for our family and friends 

Carolyn  Anderson…………………………………………………...friend of Bonnie Sistrunk 

Morris Caraway………………………………………….…father-in-law of Sheryl Caraway 

Martha Emili……………………………………………..………………..aunt of Carolina Bryant 

Edna Frazier……………………………………………………….…….mother of Milton Frazier 

Karen Gogan……………………………………………………….…………sister of Keith Hooks 

Wade Hampton………………………………………...………....friend of Barbara Francisco 

Jerry & Judie Martin…………………………………........friends of Dean & Kathe Miller 

Leta Faye Ross………………………………………………..aunt of Richard & Loretta Ross 

Sharon Schoenemann…………………………………………….……sister of Jan Hattaway 

Roy Simmons…………………………………………………..………..brother of Carol Grimes 

Cristen Sistrunk……………………………………....daughter-in-law of Bonnie Sistrunk 

Ronnie Todd…………………………………….…………….brother-in-law of Loretta Ross 

Brett Varvel………………………………………….…………………….....father of Mark Varvel 

Billy Vernon……………………………………….....submitted by Mack & Toby Monday 

Dorothy Williams……………………………….………....sister-in-law of Bonnie Sistrunk 

Edith Williams……………………………………………...………………………...friend of many 

Geri Wink & Bo Gholson……………………………………...……………......friend of many 



* Nursery provided  for this event.      ** Nursery can be arranged for this event. Call Niki Chowdhury, 903-984-3576 
A complete schedule of events including scouts and private events can be found on our website,  stlukeskilgore.com. 

SUNDAY  ALTAR  FLOWERS 
 

Please consider providing a floral bouquet for 
 Sunday Worship Services in honor or memory 

 of a loved one. Call Kalynn Harrison,  
903-985-1562 or 903-984-4267  

to schedule your order. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to remind 
you that prayer shawls are available to anyone 

in need. Please contact the church office. 

(903)9843576 

stlukesumc@stlukeskilgore.com 

JUNE CALENDAR 
Friday, June 1 

9:00-9:45am  Exercise, Family Center 

6:00pm-10:00pm Parents Night Out, Gym 

7:00pm  VCI Focus Group, Family Center* 
 

Saturday, June 2 

9:00am-10:00am VCI– Administrative Board Meeting, 

 Family Center* 

10:00am-3:00pm VCI-Church-wide Meeting, 

 Family Center*  

Sunday, June 3 

8:30am  Contemporary Worship, Sanctuary* 

9:30am  Sunday School* 

10:30am  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary* 

11:30am  VCI Report, Sanctuary* 

2:00pm  Handbell Rehearsal 
Monday, June 4 

9:00-9:45am  Exercise, Family Center 

6:30pm  Emmaus Reunion Group, 

 Family Center 

Tuesday, June 5 

10:30am  UMW Morning Circle,  

 Fireplace Room 

6:00pm  UMW Pam Besser Circle, 

 Fireplace Room 
Wednesday, June 6 

9:00-9:45 a.m.  Exercise, Family Center 

11:00am  Hilltoppers, Family Center 

2:30pm  Youth volunteer at Asbury House 

6:00-7:30pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday, June 7 

6:30pm  Arise Band Rehearsal  

Friday, June 8 

9:00-9:45am  Exercise, Family Center 

6:00pm  Holy Huddlers, The Jalapeno Tree  

Sunday, June 10 
  Sr. High Mission Trip  (10-16) 
  Summer Slam Camp (10-13) 

8:30am  Contemporary Worship, Sanctuary* 

9:30am  Sunday School* 

10:30am  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary* 

11:30am  Handbell Rehearsal  

Monday, June 11 

9:00-9:45am  Exercise, Family Center 
 

Tuesday, June 12 

6:00pm  Town Hall Meeting, Family Center 
Wednesday, June 13 

9:00-9:45am  Exercise, Family Center 

11:45am  Afternoon Bible Study,  

 Family Center  

6:00-7:30pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday, June 14 

6:30pm  Arise Band Rehearsal   

Friday, June 15 

9:00am  Exercise Class, Family Center 
Saturday, June 16 

5:00pm  Family Game Night, Activity Center  

Sunday,  Jun 17 

8:30am  Contemporary Worship, Sanctuary* 

9:30am  Sunday School*  

10:30am  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary* 

11:30am  Handbell Rehearsal 
Monday, June 18 

9:00am  Exercise, Family Center 

6:00pm  Town Hall Meeting, Family Center*  

Wednesday,  June 20 

9:00-9:45 a.m.  Exercise, Family Center 

11:45am  Afternoon Bible Study,  

 Family Center  

6:00pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday, June 21 

6:30pm  Arise Band Rehearsal  

Friday, June 22 

9:00am  Exercise, Family Center 

6:00pm  Holy Huddlers, Jucy’s Hamburger, 

 Eastman Rd, Longview 
Saturday, June 23 

8:00am  Methodist Men’s Breakfast, 

 Family Center 
Sunday, June 24 

8:30am  Contemporary Worship, Sanctuary* 

9:30am  Sunday School*  

10:30am  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary* 

11:30am  Handbell Rehearsal  

Monday,  June 25 

9:00-9:45 a.m.  Exercise, Family Center 

5:30pm-8:00pm  Vacation Bible School 
Tuesday,  June 26 

5:30pm-8:00pm  Vacation Bible School 
Wednesday, June 27 

9:00-9:45 a.m.  Exercise, Family Center 

11:45am  Afternoon Bible Study,  

 Family Center  

5:30pm-8:00pm  Vacation Bible School 

6:00pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, June 28 

5:30pm-8:00pm  Vacation Bible School 

6:30pm  Arise Band Rehearsal  
Friday, June 29 

9:00-9:45am  Exercise, Family Center 

5:30pm-8:00pm  Vacation Bible School 
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Impano “Gift” Empowerment Group, Rwanzo, Rwanda 

GROUP FORMATION 

When ZOE first enters a community to help children, we begin by engaging the local 

leaders. Staff members explain how ZOE is an empowerment program, enabling chil-

dren to move from crippling poverty and dependency to economic and social self-

sufficiency. Although different from the usual relief approach, it resonates with leaders 

who want to see sustainable change in their village. Since staff are indigenous to each 

country in which ZOE operates they understand local customs, challenges, and re-

sources available. During the first meeting the youth elect leaders, make rules to guide 

their meetings, choose a group name, and decide when and where to hold weekly 

gatherings. The youth complete training on topics of food security, health and disease 

prevention, business management, and child rights within the first six months. If they 

have access to land they receive seeds to start gardens and plant crops. If siblings are 

not attending school, ZOE provides uniforms and other resources to get them back into 

classes. Children who have skills are provided grants so that they can start small busi-

nesses, others begin vocational training. Most importantly, all begin to experience 

God’s love and they realize that though many are orphans, they have a Father in heav-

en who loves them.  

 

Over the next several months we will be sharing more of the programs and resources 

provided by ZOE, in our monthly newsletter. We also have material available in the 

church office if you would like to better understand your impact in the lives of these 

children. 

 

Please be in prayer for the members of the Impano Empowerment Group as we begin 

this three year journey of transformation. A complete list of the children in the Impano 

Group can be found in the church office.  

RED, WHITE, & BLUE CHOIR 

 

We are looking for a few more  

voices to join us for the red, white, 

and blue brunch on July 1.  If you 

are interested please contact James 

Vermillion, (903)241-1447. 

GARAGE SALE 
 

Huge THANK YOU to everyone 

who volunteered, donated, and 

shopped at the garage sale.  Your 

help really does make a huge dif-

ference!!  All the unsold items 

were donated to House of Hope 

and Rahab’s Retreat in Kilgore.  

The ladies at Rahab’s Retreat were 

so excited to get all the donations, 

especially the children’s books! 

All proceeds from the garage sale 

go toward summer camp fees. The 

students that volunteer at our 

fundraisers are eligible to receive 

funds earmarked for summer ac-

tivities. This summer we will be 

sending kids and youth to Summer 

Slam, Sr. High Mission Trip, Big 

House, and Church Camp. These 

summer activities have the power 

to transform the lives of our chil-

dren. This is where they are chal-

lenged, physically and spiritually, 

to grow stronger in their faith. 

Thank you for supporting children 

and youth ministries as we help to 

guide these kids to a greater life in 

Christ.  

Misty Shipman &  

Niki Chowdhury 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

CONFIRMANDS 
 

Misty Hodnett ,  

Lily Chowdhury,  

Cooper Shipman,  

Reese Burgess, and 

Christian Stephenson 

Were confirmed on May 20. 

 

Welcome to the Body of Christ! 

CONGRATULATIONS 
MADISON TAPLER 

Curtis & Sigrid Harvey                                 

would like to recognize their                 

granddaughter, Madison Tapler,           

on her graduation 

from Stephen F. Austin 

State University.    

Madison graduated 

summa cum laude 

with a degree in     

education with a     

specialty in learning 

disabilities.  

We as a congregation are working together to create a vision of St. Luke’s UMC in the   

future. In order to remain a vibrant congregation we must challenge ourselves to look at 

where we have been and plan for where and who we want to be. The Vibrant Church     

Initiative Consultation Weekend is a time to come together and understand our   chal-

lenges and successes as a church to better prepare us to grow. The consultation team will 

listen to our joys and concerns and create a report to help us make a roadmap to guide 

us. The report they put together will be presented to us as a congregation following the 

10:30 service on Sunday, June 3rd by the team that spent time listening, praying and con-

versing with us about where God is leading. The Consultation Team will not be able to an-

swer any questions at that time, but we will be having Town Hall Meetings in the weeks 

following so that the report is clear and everyone understands the next steps.   

 

Make plans to join us on this journey.  

June 1 June 2 June 3 

Ad Board Meeting 
9:00am 

Presentation of VCI Report  
11:30am 

Focus Group  
7:00pm  

 

All-Church Workshop 
10:00am 

 

 Town Hall Meetings  

June 12 (6:00pm) June 18 (6:00pm) July 5 (6:00pm) 

Church Conference to vote on VCI Report  

July 15 (11:30am) 
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HOLY HUDDLERS 

Come Eat and Fellowship with Friends 

All are Welcome  -  6:00pm 

June 8, Jalapeno tree 

June 22, Jucy’s Hamburger, 

 Eastman Road 
 

 If you have any questions, please call  

Mikki Ellis at  903-987-2506.                 

HILLTOPPERS 
June 6 

11:30am  -  Family Center 

Meal $6.00 

Catered by Richelle Rathbun 
 

LUNCH  -  11:30AM 

Hamburgers and the fixings,  

Homemade ice-cream, and drink 
 

PROGRAM  -  12:00PM 

Join us as we welcome  

Annette Morgan as our  

morning entertainment. 
 

We are not exclusive!   

EVERYONE INVITED 

Young and Old !!  Y’all Come !! 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT 
 

June 16 

5:00pm 

Family Center 

 

Bring your favorite game to play,  

bring you favorite snack to share,  

& bring  your friends. 

 

Call Barbara Francisco at  

903-981-6797 for more information. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT   
June 1  -  $10  -  Family Center 
Are you looking for a fun night of babysitting? Parent’s Night Out is just what you 
are looking for. We play games, do crafts, watch a fun movie, and have dinner, all 
while you parents get a night to yourselves. Call Niki Chowdhury 903-235-9401 for 
more information or to get your child registered. 

 

EMMAUS GATHERING 
June 4  -  6:30pm  -  Family Center 
Calling all 4th Dayers!! St. Luke’s is now hosting a monthly gathering for anyone 
who looking for an Emmaus community. If you are looking for a reunion group 
this is a great place to start. Join us on the 1st Monday of each month, for a small 
gathering in the Family Center. For more information contact Pat Thompson. 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MORNING CIRCLE 
June 5 -  10:30am  -  Fireplace Room 
All women are invited to join us for our monthly program and fellowship.  We en-
joy a bite to eat and a short program presented by on of our ladies or a guest. 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN-PAM BESSER CIRCLE 
June 5 -  6:00pm  -  Fireplace Room 
All women are invited to join us for our monthly program and fellowship.   

 

SUMMER SLAM 
June 10-13 
The Jr High youth are headed to a week of fun, fellowship, and work. Please be in 
prayer for this group of students as they engage in a variety of community service 
and light construction projects in the Gregg, Upshur, and Harrison County area.  

 

SR. HIGH MISSION TRIP 
June 10-16 
The Sr. High youth will be traveling to Memphis, TN, to participate in a week of 
Service Over Self. The students will be working on construction projects for low 
income homeowners. Please pray for these students this week. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 25-29  -  5:30pm-8:00pm 
Join us for a week of music, stories, crafts, games, and fellowship.  Kids age 4yrs-
5th grade are invited to venture onto an uncharted island where kids survive and 
thrive. Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus carries them through life’s storms.  We 
will meet for a family style dinner at 5:30pm in the Family Center before moving to 
our activities at 6:00pm. We encourage adults and youth to join our crew on this 
adventure. To get your child registered, please visit our website, 
www.stlukeskilgore.com. For more information or to volunteer, contact Niki 
Chowdhury. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE IN 
You can pick-up your directory from the church office during regular office 

hours, Monday-Thursday, 9am-5pm. Contact the church office at (903) 984-

3576 for more information. 

THANK YOU 

A grateful “THANK YOU” to Kathy Kimball for the beautiful red begonias she 

furnished and planted in the Chapel Flower Box.  



MOTHER’S DAY OUT  

“Mother's Day out has been a big part of my 

family's life for going on 6 years now. My old-

est started there when she was about a year 

and a half. At first it was a very different thing 

to us because we had never been separated 

from one another, they all made sure to make 

us both feel as comfortable and welcomed as 

possible. Phone calls and pictures all through-

out the day are very reassuring to a first time 

mom that has decided to trust her only baby 

with people she had just met. To this day my 

oldest, who is now seven, still has to go and 

tell her teachers and Mrs. Misty “Hi” every 

chance she can. My youngest who is 3 1/2 is 

on her second year at MDO and loves it as 

well. They are no longer considered a "part 

time daycare" to me, they are considered 

family and great people. They dote on my 

children as if they were their own and I am 

incredibly thankful to have found such a won-

derful team of people to help me raise my 

babies. I can't thank them enough for all they 

do. They are truly a blessing to my family and 

more so to my girls.” from Amy Johnson 

 

Registration is now open for Fall 2018. 

 Contact Misty Shipman for more  

information. 
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UPDATE 
Renovation 

Aeolian-Skinner Pipe Organ 

Renovations will be  

accomplished in 2 phases 
 

Phase 1:  $145,000* 
 

Currently Available 

$123, 278.25 
 

To Meet the Goal,  

Balance Needed is  

$21, 721.75 
 

*NOTE: the amount for Phase 1 has increased 
 due to Phase 2 pipes division going 
 dead. 

PIPE ORGAN SPONSORS 
in memory of Birdie Barron…………………………….. Dr. Gus & Mrs. Jackie Browning 

in memory of my parents, Ben & Johnnie Nell Cato…………………... Nancy Bullock 

in memory of Jack & Jean Clayton……………………..…………...Jackie & Vicki Clayton 

in memory of Bob Cochran…………………………………………...….Robert & Joan Smith 

in memory of Eugenia Davis………………………………………………...….Annette Morgan 

in honor of Rev. Darwood Galaway……………………………………Dean & Kathe Miller 

in memory of my husband of 65 years, Wayne Geese……………….Dorothy Geese 

in memory of Kenneth & Lilyan Gibson………………..by Danny & Kalynn Harrison 

in memory of Bill Haney………………………………………………..Leon & Ludie Courtney 

in honor of Pat Haynes’ birthday…………………………………………...Brenda Culpepper 

in honor of Sandra Holley…………………………………………………..Ned & Sami Nelson 

in memory of Nick Holley………………………………………………......Ned & Sami Nelson 

in memory of Bob Hooks & Chris Hooks………………………....Keith & Paula Hooks 

in memory of Marty Jones…………………………………………..…… George & Sue Jones 

in honor of Richard Kimball……………………………………………...J.J. & Amanda Eckert 

in memory of Mary Lamb…………………………………………………………….…. Carol Brady 

in memory of Mary Lamb……………………..…….…… Dr. Gus & Mrs. Jackie Browning 

in memory of Mary Lamb…………………………………………………..Dean & Kathe Miller 

in memory of Mary Lamb………………………………………………..Lefty & Ceclia Mitchell 

in memory of Mary Lamb………………………………………………... Rhett & Anna Rohde 

in memory of Mary Lamb…………………………………………….………………. Karen Wilson 

in memory of Lon & Mavour Little………………………………….. Dr. & Mrs. Rene’ Holt 

in memory of Jack & Opal McCann………………………………..Jim & Sharon McCann 

in memory of Lucy Morchat………………………………………………... Art & Pat Morchat 

in memory of Mr. & Mrs. O.D. Morgan……………………...David & Annette Morgan 

in memory of Dwight & Florence Mount………………………....Gary & Cathy Mount 

in memory of my brother, Steven Myers………………………… Sally & Randy Holder 

in memory of my  mother, Celia Smith…..……………………………….……....Polly Green 

in memory of Loletia Taliaferro………………………………………………...Ginny Anderson 

in honor of Joy Tate…………………………………………………………………………...Mike Tate 

in honor of my children, Mike & Melinda……………………………………………..Joy Tate 

in memory of Loyd Venable…………………………………………...Jim & Sharon McCann 

in honor of James Vermillion………………………………………………………….Beverly Gray 

in honor of the Chancel Choir & James Vermillion...……..Milton & Jan Hattaway 

in honor of James Vermillion ….……………………………………………... Joyce Northcutt 

in honor of James Vermillion……………………………………….……….……… Karen Wilson 

PART TIME MAINTENANCE WORKER 

We are currently looking for a part time maintenance worker to help around 

the campus. 

Responsibilities will include: 

 Move and arrange tables and chairs for upcoming events 

 Wash, fold and put up dirty laundry  

  (using our on-campus washer and dryer) 

 Change light bulbs around campus 

 Retrieve and clean the coffee pots used on Sunday Mornings. 

 Empty trash from around campus 

 Take recycling to the recycling dumpster 

 Other duties as assigned by Sr. Pastor 

For more information or to apply for this job, please contact  

the church office or Rev. Ben Bagley. 



E-Mail: stlukesumc@stlukeskilgore.com Office: 903-984-3576  Web Site: www.stlukeskilgore.com 
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SUNDAY SERVICES: 

  Arise Serviceééééééé.8:30 AM 
  Sunday Schooléééééé..9:30 AM 
  Traditional Serviceéééé..10:30 AM 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


